INTERVIEW WITH DONNY OSMOND 
"A POP STAR AND HIS P.C” 








FROM The Famous Computer Cafe 


a production of SOFTV INC. 
©1985 soFTy INC. 


November 4, 1985 





Meny peaple have ihe mistaken impression thai there are 
iwe kinds ef peaple whe use persenal computers - bering 
business types er adolescent computer nerds with #0 sacia? 
areces. Nathing could be farther fram the truth. fivell, i? could 
be @ jittie further....put nat muck.) Te prove eur point, we 
invited pap star Denny Gsmend te The Famaus Computer fate this 
week ta ieik about Bis twa faverite addictiens: music and 
computers. Although we knew that Donnie was a bit of @ 

"‘clasel Aecker”. we were, guile frankiy, suprised at the extent 
of his knowledge and his use of computer technelagy. 

TFCC: You've done so many things in your career - recordings and 
television- and yet | know that there's a side of you that most folks 
probably don't know much about. That is, you use 4 personal computer. | 
understand you're a real computer hobbyist . Tell us a little bit about that. 

Osmond: Well, it all started back during the computer craze of the 
‘70s, you know. | do @ lot of travelling and | have my own production 
companies. | just went public with one of them down in Dallas and one of 
the requirements that | put into the contracts with everybody down there, 
is that they have their own computers with modems. Because of the 
travelling | do, it's hard for me to stay in touch with everybody. | travel 
during the days, during office hours and perform during the night, so the 
only time | can get to my computer is during the night. So | run all my 
companies - production companies, my public company and everything - by 
my PC or my little computer | carry with me on the road. 

TFCC: So you mean rather than getting on the phone and having a 
conversation, you converse by computer? 

Osmond: | hardly talk to people on the phone anymore. | make them 
talk to me on the computer. 

TFCC: How many people would you say you communicate with on the 
computer over the course of a few weeks? 

Osmond: Well | basically have my own staff that | talk to of probably 
twelve people that we've networked together. I'm on CompuServe but | 
basically use the IMC system, an on-line system for people in the 
entertainment business, because it's a very good system. 

TFCC: what was your first experience with a personal computer? 
Was it a fun one? Was it a little bit intimidating? How did you first get 
into it? 


Osmond: Well, my first one was the Radio Shack Model Gne. That 
was the very first one and | think my serial number was 1400 or 
something like that. So it was one of the first ones. | remember it was 
back when we were doing a lot of Las Vegas gigs and we would have 6:00 
and midnight shows, and | would probably go to bed around 7, 8 in the 
morning because of this darn computer. And so it would take up all my 
time. I've always had a love of electronics and so I'd started taking it to 
pieces. That's what really got me into it. 

TFCC: Well now you use a a lap-size computer. How many different 
computers do you have? And what types? 

Osmond: Well, ITT. The new ITT Xtra. Basically, because I'm a Beta 
Test Site for ITT. They've been able to supply me with computers to help 
me with my businesses and, in turn, | supply them with information from 
the consumer level. 

TFCC: Now, you use this to communicate with folks in your different 
production companies and you use it to stay online as a way of 
communicating. What kinds of things would you be putting on your 
computer? 

Osmond: Basically scheduling. I've written my own programs. | keep 
track of my agenda. | write songs with it, lyrics. As a matter of fact, I've 
written a little program that'll play music on the 100. With my PC at 
home - ITT Xtra - | have a personal composer program that | do a lot of 
writing with. | hook up all my synthesizers and eventually | will take that 
on the road with me, on stage. And that will do a lot of the playing for me. 

TFEEC: You know it seems that the whole music industry is moving 
towards more and more technology and a lot towards digital technology. 
There are a lot of folks who associate computers with something that's 
cold or objective, not very imaginative. And would somehow see 4 
musician, singer, someone like a Donny Osmond, as being someone more 
creative and expressive. Do you see any problem with combining those 
things? 

Osmond: |t depends on how you use it. If you use certain ways, yes 
it can be inhibiting to your creative abilities. But you can use it as a tool, 
and let your mind do the creating and let the computer expand that - but 
don't let the computer take over. Because they're so powerful they can 
start taking over your creative abilities. So | can see where there's some 
merit to that statement, but there are definite merits to using the 
computer to help your creativity. As a matter of fact, I'm finding so much 
enjoyment in creating with it, I'm going to the extent where it's going to 
be controlling lighting, sound and everything on stage. | just constantly 
have to remind myself no, I'm the creator. Let the computer help me 
instead of the other way around. 


TFCC: Do you think that it's going to affect in one way - either 
positively or negatively - the way your music will sound ? Is there a 
difference between the outcome when you do it with a computer? 

Osmond: Oh definitely. You just have to listen to the radio and nine 
times out of ten, the songs that come on have been sequenced or something 
to that effect. But you have to be careful with the programs you use. 
Because you can take out the human element and you always have to have 
that human element. So the programs that are available right now, they're 
not quite right yet in my opinion. 

TFCC: What do you see as the most exciting thing that people are 
using computers for in the music industry? 

Osmond: | think sequences are really the most important thing as far 
as using computers in the music industry. One thing that | can hardly wait 
to get my hands on right now is the ability to play the synthesizer through 
a microphone using computer technology. | can't remember where | heard 
it, but somebody's got the technology right now and I'm trying to find it. 
So | can be singing and it'll be playing the instruments via my vocal. 
That's the next step for me. I'm just enthralled with computers. | love 
them. But the biggest thing, the biggest advancement right now to me is 
communication. That's the most important element right now in 
computers for me. 

TFCC: Let me ask you, are there friends of yours who you 
communicate with other than for business reasons - maybe family 
members - on computers? 

Osmond: Nobody else in the family really is getting into the 
communication aspect of it. They use them but I'm really the only one in 
the family that's moved ahead as far as networking communications. 

TFCC: Anything special coming up for you that we might want to 
know about in the near future? 

Osmond: A lot of people think of one thing when they hear the name 
Donny Osmond. You know, they don't associate my name with computer 
technology and writing. So no one will expect what's going to be coming 
out. And so you'll see this new sound start to surface later on this year 
and it will be filled with computer technology. 

TFCC: Thanks for coming to the Cafe, Donny. 

Donny: Thanks for having me. 

fend of interview] 


